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The Earhart Project is
TIGHAR’s on-going effort
to solve the Earhart mystery
through historical research
and archaeological
investigation.

The Earhart Project
(to date)

The Earhart Project
(to date)

� 19 years (since 1988)
� More than 100 researchers
� Over $3,000,000 in charitable donations
� Archival research in the U.S., the U.K., the

Netherlands, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji,
Kiribati, and Tuvalu

� 9 archaeological expeditions to the South Pacific
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Finding Amelia is the
documented history of
Earhart’s flight,
her disappearance,
and the 1937 U.S.
government search
that failed to find her.

Over 5,000 primary-source documentsOver 5,000 primary-source documents
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George Palmer
Putnam

George Palmer
Putnam

Eugene Vidal
Director
Bureau of Air Commerce

Amelia Earhart
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Howland Island

Paul Mantz Amelia Earhart Harry Manning
Navigator/Radio Operator

Fred Noonan
NavigatorPilotTechnical Advisor

Wheeler Army Airfield, Oahu
05:45, March 18, 1937
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Wheeler Army Airfield
afternoon, March 18, 1937

Wheeler Army Airfield 
March 19, 1937

Luke Field, Ford Island, Pearl Harbor
Circa 1937

Luke Field
ca 06:00, March 20, 1937

Repair Shop, Lockheed Aircraft Co., Burbank, CA
April, 1937
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“ Individually sponsored trans-oceanic
flying is the worst racket in aviation.
Amelia Earhart’ s ‘Flying Laboratory’  is the latest and
most distressing racket that has been given to a trusting
and enthusiastic public. … It’s time the Bureau of Air
Commerce took a hand in this business and it’s my
guess that the bureau will not grant Mrs. Amelia Earhart
permission to make another attempt.”

Maj. Alford Williams
USMC
March 31, 1937

Lae, Territory of New Guinea
circa 1937
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Arrival in Lae
June 29, 1937

QuickTime™ and a
H.263 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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QuickTime™ and a
H.263 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

USCG Itasca

Commander Warner K. Thompson

Chief Radioman Leo G. Bellarts
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Chief Radioman Bellarts
July 2 radio log
02: 45- 48 a. m.
Hear d Ear har t  
pl ane but  unr eadabl e 
t hr ough st at i c

Commander Thompson
July 4 report
02: 45 a. m.
Recogni zed Ear har t
Voi ce.  Message not  
Cl ear  except  “ c l oudy
weat her  c l oudy. ”

Associated Press reporter James W. Carey

07:42
“We must be on you 
but cannot see you, 
but gas is running low.
Been unable to reach 
you by radio. …”
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08:43 a.m.
“We are on the line 157 337…”

08:55 a.m.
“We are running on line
north and south.”

USS Colorado (BB-45)



10

Hey Paw!  I got Miss Earhart!Hey Paw!  I got Miss Earhart!

“This is Amelia Earhart…

Ship on reef southeast of
Howland”

“This is Amelia Earhart…
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Howland”

July 5, 1937:

“ Geor ge
Get  t he sui t case i n my

cl oset
Cal f . ”

December 26, 1934:

“ I  have t aken
possessi on of  t he
st uf f  i n t he zi pper
compar t ment  of  my
br i ef case.  Put  i t
away unt i l  I  t ur n up
and i f  I  don’ t  –
bur n i t . ”
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SS Norwich City
Aground on reef at 
Gardner Island
November 29, 1929

USS Colorado from USCG Itasca - July 7, 1937
Photo by James W. Carey AP Vought O3U-3 “Corsair”     Plane 4-0-6  USS Colorado

Lt. John O. Lambrecht
Senior Aviator
USS Colorado Gardner Island

July 9, 1937
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USS Lexington (CV-2)

The Political Pacific
1937 - 1941

Gardner Island - April 30, 1939

Gerald B. Gallagher
Officer in Charge
Phoenix Islands Settlement Scheme
1940-41
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- Partial skeleton
- Benedictine bottle
- Part of a woman’s shoe
- Part of a man’s shoe
- Sextant box
- Inverting eyepiece
- Corks with brass chains
- Remains of fire
- Dead birds, dead turtle

Discovered in 1940

Coconut Crab (Birgus latro)

“It may be definitely stated
that the skeleton is that of
a MALE.  …

It could be that of a short,
stocky, muscular European,
or even a half-caste, or
person of mixed European
descent.”

- D. W. Hoodless, MD
4 April 1941

“ Thinnest rumours which may in the 
end prove unfounded? are liable to be spread.

Sir Harry Luke, High Commissioner
Western Pacific High Commission
October 26, 1940
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Amelia Earhart’s Bones and Shoes?
Current Anthropological Perspectives on an Historical Mystery
- TIGHAR Tracks Vol. 14, No. 2, December 1998 Remnant of woman’s shoe

� Estimated to be “size 10.”
� Only part of sole present
� “Stout walking shoe or sandal”
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Sextant Box

�  No sextant.
�  For “old fashioned” mariner’s sextant, not aviation
bubble octant.
�  Box had “doved-tailed” corners.
�  Thought to be “of some age” and possibly either
English or French
�  Box appeared to have been used most recently
“merely as a receptacle.”
�  Two numbers on box - 3500 (stencilled) and
1542.

�  Box had “doved-tailed” corners.

Sextant box at the National Museum of Naval Aviation
Pensacola, FL

Two numbers on box - 3500 (stencilled) and 1542.
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The Seven Site 1938

2007
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